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In an exploratory study by Var and Ap (1998) about the relationship between tourism and peace, the world peace variable was associated with a high degree of uncertainty, with one third of respondents providing a neutral response to the statement “I believe that tourism promotes world peace”. The authors proposed that this uncertainty might have arisen from a definitional problem with the term ‘peace’. They further explained that many respondents may have associated peace with an ‘absence of war’ and that the concept that would be most appropriate in the context of tourism and peace is that of ‘harmony and harmonious relations’. Therefore, a constructive discussion of peace and tourism demands no less than a definition that is less parsimonious than the ‘absence of war’. 
There is more to peace than the absence of arms or conflicts. The map of war, conflict, poverty, illiteracy, disease, hunger, hatred and revenge has borders only to those who cannot see beyond their comfort zones. Even if there is no armed war or conflict, some people suffer from diseases that are preventable, and some starve to death although there is enough food on earth, some do not have access to drinkable water although oil pipes are running under their homes. Some are denied a decent education, housing, and opportunity to play, to grow, to raise a family, to have a right to freedom of speech, or to take part in their governance. They are unable to feel peaceful in situations where their human rights and dignity have been violated (Satani, 2003). 

Defining peace as the presence of ‘peacelessness’ conflict has also inflicted the livelihood of the most economically well off societies. Ironically, somehow despite the world becoming smaller, it seems that cultural gaps have widened. While culture fluidity must have eliminated culture shock in so many respects, it has nevertheless created cultural unrest (defined as the context where two cultures live together, but at a level of acceptance that has developed from a state of euphoria, apathy, to annoyance, or even antagonism”, sometimes expressed verbally and even physically) in so many world communities (Moufakkir, 2008). The current state of social development in the world is described by Kim (2009) in these words:

From long-festering prejudices, discriminations, and hatreds to the more recent acts of violent rage and terror, we are seeing in all corners of the world so many angry words, so much hurt, and so much destruction. In this fractured landscape, the ‘diversity’ or ‘multiculturalism’ embraced in many societies is as much a point of tension, contention, and terror as it is a cause célèbre. 

… and of course so many good things are also happening in the world. We have made so many progresses… and history still keep on repeating itself…
One of the most significant challenges facing citizens of the world in these early decades of the Twenty-first Century is the challenge to live and work together peacefully with others in all arenas of personal and public life. This requires that citizens learn about, value, promote, protect, preserve, and sustain a culture of peace in their families, their communities, and in the broader society of nation and world. Emphasizing the importance of this goal, the United Nations General Assembly declared that the first decade of the 21st Century be dedicated to education for a culture of peace and nonviolence (Haessly, 2010). 

Throughout history humankind has looked into venues (other than war) to enhance sustainable peace and harmony in the world. Why not tourism? How? These are the two most simple and yet pressing questions that we would like to focus on during this conference.

Conference Aim 

The aim of the conference is to stimulate fundamental as well as applied research in the area of tourism and peace with the main goal to optimizing the benefits of tourism and minimizing the cost –be they social, environmental, cultural or economic- for the benefit of all. 

We invite associations, research centers, universities, international organizations and other institutions from all over the world to submit proposals of panels, roundtables, papers and posters to omar.moufakkir@stenden.com.  Local and international media and high-ranking decision-makers in political, economic and cultural spheres are also expected to attend the conference and disseminate and promote the exchange of ideas beyond academic research.
Conference Goals 

Promote a culture of peace through tourism
Promote best practice in tourism
Promote ethics in tourism

Encourage tourism and peace research

Objectives of the conference 

Discuss tourism and peace research

Discuss the myths and realities of tourism as an agent of peace 

Discuss the multifaceted nature of conflict

Discuss the multifaceted nature of peace

Discuss tourism trends and potential impacts

Discuss the relationship between tourism and peace

Conference preliminary Program 

Wednesday 23: 
Arrival of delegates 

Thursday 24: 

Morning plenary sessions with keynote speakers, 
afternoon concurrent sessions with presentations 

Friday 25: 

Morning plenary sessions, 
afternoon concurrent sessions, 

Saturday 26: 

Concurrent sessions 

Sunday 27:

Social trips.

Topics relevant to peace through tourism 
Just as there are conflicts there are ‘peaces’. The multifaceted nature of conflict and peace demands a broader topical perspective. The call for contributions to the CABI publication, Tourism, Progress and Peace, listed over 25 topics deemed relevant to the proposition that tourism can help in bringing about a more peaceful world: 

	Tourism and globalization

Ethical tourism

Ethics in tourism

Responsible tourism 

Tourism as a social force 

Sustainable tourism

Tourism and poverty elimination 

Industry initiatives 

Peace museums 

Solidarity tourism

Attitude change 

Travel writing 

Reconciliation tourism 

Diaspora tourism 

Tourism and the media 

Tourism and community development 

Tourism encounters

Pro-poor tourism

Tourism constraints

Tourism and immigration
	Tourism trends

Success stories and case studies 

Conflict and tourism 

Tourism as a political force 

International initiatives (eg, codes of ethics) 

International cooperation 

Festivals and events 

Peace parks 

Tourism and borders

Volunteer tourism 

Tourism and human rights 

Cross-cultural behavior 
Cross-cultural understanding 

Tourism and humanitarian relief 

Tourism and crisis management
Tourism and terrorism

Tourism encounters

Tourism and human rights

Impacts of tourism

Tourism and the future



If you have questions send an e-mail to Omar Moufakkir at omar.moufakkir@stenden.com . 

