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Malaysia

ÅColonized by Portuguese (1511-1640), Dutch (1640-

1786), British (1786-1957).

ÅToday Malaysia is regarded as a developing nation.

ÅVision 2020 ïto be a fully developed nation.

ÅStrategically located in Southeast Asia between 

economic giant - China & India.

ÅNext to manufacturing, tourism industry is the second 

largest contributor to the economy of Malaysia.
Area: 329,748 sq. km. 

Population: 27.5 million

Annual real GDP growth rate: 

6.3% (2007)

Per capita (GDP) income: 

US$5,610.
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Tourism Industry

ÅDespite the many catastrophe and crisis, both man-

made and natural that impacted the tourism industry of 

the world, the tourism sector in Malaysia has risen from 

a mere 2 million tourist arrival in 1980s to more than 

20 million in 2007.

ÅIn 2006, Malaysia was ranked the top 14 leading 

destinations in the world (in terms of tourist arrival) 

(UNWTO, 2007). 

ÅThe capital city of Kuala Lumpur was rated in 2006 as 

the top 15 cities (out of 150 top cities in the world) with 

the highest number of tourist arrival in 2006 

(Euromonitor International, 2008). 
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Tourism Industry

ÅTourism has significantly contributed to the countryôs 
foreign exchange earnings besides creating 
employment opportunities

ÅResilient tourism industry.
2007: 20.97 million
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9MP & Poverty Alleviation

Å 9MP: Detailed 5-year economic development plan implemented 

by the Government of Malaysia in developing the nation towards 

pre-set direction during the period of the plan.

Å 9MP (2006-2010) ïUS$530million has been set to bring the nation 
to the next level of economic development and totally eliminate 
poverty.

Å Low-income, predominantly agricultural  & rural economy since 

independence in 1957.

Å Up to 1970, poverty line 49%.

Å At the turn of the century, poverty rate fallen to below 10%, and 

by 2007 dropped to less than 5%. Poverty Line Incomes, 1990-2004
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