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What is ADHT

 A transnational heritage tourism initiative formed in 
2001 by the Bermuda Ministry of Tourism

 A catalyst to link historic and cultural destinations 
throughout the countries of the African Diaspora into a 
network of vibrant tourist attractions that focus attention 
on their shared historical and cultural heritages. 

 A vehicle to educate visitors, enhance economic 
viability of African Diaspora countries and safeguard the 
core values and creativity of African descent, culture 

and history.



The Work of ADHT

 ADHT is developing a network of collaborators who identify, 
build, finance, promote and market memorable heritage 
destinations.  ADHT destinations foster sustainable economic 
development, provide inspiring educational experiences, 
produce quality cultural products that expose visitors to 
authentic African Diaspora history and culture, and motivate 
local populations to become active participants in the 
preservation and dissemination of their history and culture. 

 ADHT seeks to establish heritage trails linking Diaspora 
traditions in Africa, South and Central America, Bermuda, The 

Caribbean, Europe, the United States and Canada



The Work of ADHT (continued)

 ADHT Annual Conference creates a unique and 
inspiring four-day learning environment where 
government officials, institutional representatives, 
historians, educators, artists, cultural policy 
analysts, architects, media, tourism marketing 
officials, preservationists and interested 
individuals—all committed to the development of 
viable African Diaspora heritage destinations may 
gather to explore trends, experience cultural 
expression, participate in professional development 
sessions, examine model heritage trail programs 
and enjoy networking with their colleagues. 



ADHT Milestones

 2001 The first African Diaspora Heritage 
Trail Conference was launched by the Late 
David H. Allen, Minister of Tourism on the 
island of Bermuda

 2002 The first African Diaspora Heritage 
Trail Conference, hosted by the Government 
of Bermuda and David Allen, attracted 250 
delegates from throughout the Diaspora to 
explore linkages through a heritage trail 
program.  The concept of the ADHT was 
very well received by all who attended. 



ADHT Milestones (continued)

 2005 The African Diaspora Heritage Trail Planning 
Conference brought together a working group of 50 
government leaders, scholars and heritage 
destination professionals.  The meeting was initiated 
and sponsored by the Minister of Tourism and 
Transport, the Honorable Ewart F.  Brown, JP, MP 
and was planned and managed by Henderson 
Associates, Inc.  Consensus was reached to call for 
an ADHT Conference in 2006 and to host the ADHT 
in Bermuda every other year, alternating hosting 
with different member countries and destinations of 
the African Diaspora.  Artist/Activist Danny Glover 
agreed to become the Conference Chair for the 
2006 conference.



ADHT Milestones (continued)

 2006 The Second African Diaspora Heritage 
Conference was held in Bermuda and attended by 
nearly 300 representatives from throughout Africa, 
the Caribbean and USA.  The theme was “Linking 
Our Futures—From Philosophy to Practice in 
Heritage Destination Development”.   Conference 
resolutions called for the formation of a permanent 
organization dedicated to assist the development of 
heritage trail destinations throughout the African 
Diaspora.  The Bermuda African Diaspora Heritage 
Trail was officially dedicated and delegates toured 
the newly created and restored 13 sites of the 
Bermuda Heritage Trail.



ADHT Milestones (continued)

 2007 ADHT Conference 

The Third International African Diaspora Heritage Conference 
was hosted by the Government of the Bahamas in Nassau, on 
October 10-14, 2007.  The theme was “From Slave Ship to 
Self-Determined Destinations”.  This very successful 
conference was a worldwide gathering of representatives of 
government, cultural institutions, scholars, artists, journalists, 
educators, preservationists, architects, engineers and students 
-- all committed to the careful and thoughtful development of 
heritage destinations that convey the rich, diverse stories of the 
peoples of Africa and the Diaspora through their own artistic 
expressions, written and oral histories, institution building and 
policy making. The Government of the Bahamas unveiled its 
ADHT trail during the 2007 conference and offered8 pre- and 
post-Conference tours to North Eleuthera/Harbour Island, Cat 
Island, North Andros and Exuma.



ADHT Milestones (continued)

 2008 ADHT Conference 

The Fourth International African Diaspora Heritage Trail 
Conference, hosted by Premier Dr. the Honorable Ewart F. Brown, 
JP, MP, and the Government of Bermuda, continued in the tradition of 
gathering diverse talented and experienced persons from throughout 
the African Diaspora who are committed to the authentic research, 
documentation, promotion and dynamic development of African 
Diaspora Heritage sites/venues, museums, monuments, and cultural 
expressions. 

Interactive conference offerings were designed to include the 
expertise of all participants, and convey the rich heritage and culture 
of the peoples of Africa and the African Diaspora as presented 
through their own artistic expressions, written and oral histories, 
institution-building and policy making. Conference attendees actively 
participated in educational and professional development sessions, 
shared model heritage trail programs, enjoyed networking on an 
international level, and received unparalleled technical assistance for 
their heritage tourism programs.
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Where Africans were captured

Region %

Senegambia 4.7

Upper Guinea 4.0

Windward Coast 1.8

Gold Coast 10.1

Blight of Benin 19.7

Blight of Biafra 14.3

West Central 40.8

South East 4.6

Total 100.0

Data presented in: Transformations in Slavery by Paul E. Lovejoy Cambridge University Press, 2000



Where Africans were enslaved

Region %

Brazil 35.4

Spanish Empire 22.1

British West Indies 17.7

French West Indies 14.1

British North America 4.4

and United States

Dutch West Indies 4.4

Danish West Indies 0.2

Europe (and Islands) 1.8

Total 100.0

Data presented in: The Slave Trade by Hugh Thomas Simon and Schuster, 1997



Diaspora: collective identity, acceptance of an 
inescapable link to past migration, history and a 
sense of co-ethnicity with others of a similar 
background, both in the homeland and in the place of 
settlement.

Diasporans: people scattered throughout the 
world but drawn together by common bonds of 
ethnicity, culture, religion, national

identity and sometimes race.



Diasporan Site:
The Underground Railroad

 Attracts Diasporan visitors

 Portrays sensitive, painful period in 
history of ancestors

 Impacts collective memory

 Impacts self-identity



Amistad

In the spring of 2007, Freedom Schooner Amistad embarked on its 
first transatlantic voyage joining international agencies and organizations 
in the United States, Canada, Great Britain, Europe and West Africa 
as part of the international commemoration of a most significant 
milestone: the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the Trans -Atlantic
slave trade in the former British Empire.
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Ghana

Forts and Castles, Volta, 

Greater Accra, Central and 

Western Regions

Benin

Royal Palaces of Abomey
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UNESCO Slave Route Project



African Diaspora 
Heritage Trail Officials

The Honorable 

Dr. Ewart F. Brown, JP, MP

Premier of Bermuda

Minister of Tourism and 
Transport
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Danny Glover

Chairman of the 
ADHT Conference
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ADHT Objectives

 Assist in the development of ADHT sites

 Advocate for ADHT sites that are selected and 
interpreted by people of the African Diaspora.  

 Create a Forum to share vision, models, policy and 
resources.

 Build transnational relationships between countries,  
communities, institutions and people of the African 
Diaspora



ADHT Conference

The ADHT Conference  

 facilitates long­term relationships between 
Bermuda and the Caribbean, African 
nations, North America and South America.

 represents an opportunity for countries of the 
Diaspora, venues within the Diaspora and 
the best minds to gather annually to discuss 
heritage and cultural issues pertinent to 
tourism, culture, education, economic 
development and improvement of the 

quality of life within host communities



ADHT Site Criteria
 Create new growth and sustainable economic development 

opportunity for communities where heritage destinations are 
located.  

 Include authentic cultural expression as an essential 
component of ADHT Trail programs and destination   

 Maintain standards of excellence for the documentation, 
authentication, interpretation and physical environment for 
ADHT sites 

 Produce quality educational materials, teacher lesson aides 
and technologically current products that will teach African 
Diaspora history to future generations.



ADHT Partners

 UNESCO Slave Route Project

 Bermuda Department of Tourism

 Bahamas Ministry of Tourism

 International Institute of Peace Through Tourism

 African Travel Association

 Caribbean Tourism Association

 National Conference of Black Mayors

 Travel Professionals of Color

 Amistad America

 Florida A&M University School of Architecture



Highlights of 
the 2008 

ADHT 
Conference

CATCHING THE FIRE!
Identifying, Igniting and Connecting the Trails



Conference Features:
 Celebrated International Speakers

 Multi-disciplinary approach

 Case Studies of heritage development

 Government officials presentations

 Cultural events

 Film of the Diaspora

 Music of the Diaspora

 Tours of historic Sites

 Informal networking

 Emancipation Day Celebrations

 Youth Empowerment Session



Conference Resolutions
1. Legally incorporate ADHT as an international membership service 

organization with membership consisting of those organizations, 
institutions and entities working to create an ADHT trail as a global series 
of tourism destinations with a focus on African diaspora history and culture. 

2. Establish standards and practices for ethical, socially responsible and 
environmentally sensitive cultural heritage destinations that generate 
economic benefits for national and community level development.

3. Provide through our membership, training, certification and evaluation of 
designated ADHT travel and tourism sites and venues that lead to high 
quality service, scholarly informed and educationally sound information 
and interpretation;

4. Develop, with the assistance of ADHT business, 

cultural, scholarly and educational institutions, an 

inventory and travel mapping of ADHT sites, 

institutions, festivals and events.



Conference Resolutions Cont.

5. Develop a clearinghouse of information including literature on 
concepts, models, innovations and best practices in African 
diaspora trails and tourism.

6. Facilitate policy development through seminars with policy makers 
at international, national, state and local levels in periodic 
consultation with ADHT cultural heritage industry operators, 
scholars, educators, artists and community based representatives.  

7. Provide technical assistance to destinations and venues to 
enhance their tangible and intangible cultural heritage assets.

8. Provide networking, marketing and promotional 

assistance to the ADHT membership.



The Bermuda African 
Diaspora Heritage Trail

Marker

Cobbs Hill 

Methodist Church

Marker

Pilot James Darrell



The Bermuda African 
Diaspora Heritage Trail

Lost at Sea Memorial



The Bermuda African Diaspora 
Heritage Trail: Sally Bassett

Sketch of Execution Memorial



The Bermuda African Diaspora 
Heritage Trail

Slave School, House 

and Church

Gombey Dancing



Save the Date!

Fifth International 

African Diaspora Heritage Trail Conference

OCTOBER 2009

Hosted by

The Republic of Tanzania

Ministry of Tourism



ADHT Project Leadership & 
Conference Developers

 Gaynelle Henderson-Bailey, PhD, Co-Project 
Director, Program Management and Marketing

 Jake Henderson, Esq., Co-Project Director, Legal 
Counsel, Sponsorship and Development

 Karen Spellman, MCP, Co-Project Director, 
Conference Design and Content Development

 James Early, Director of Cultural Policy, The 
Smithsonian, Content Advisor

 Cyndie Graddy, B.A., Conference Meeting Planner



Resources

The African Cultural Center www.africanculturalcenter.org

African Heritage Diaspora Trail www.adht.net

Amistad www.amistadamerica.org/

Bermuda www.bermudatourism.com

The Jamaica Observer www.jamaicaobserver.com

The Joseph Project of Ghana http://www.ghanatourism.gov.gh/main/advertdetail.asp?id=1

UNESCO www.unesco.org

UNESCO Slave Route Project http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php

World Heritage Centre http://whc.unesco.org
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